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Fire Hydrant and Vehicle Access Guidelines for 
Residential, Commercial and Industrial Lots 
 
 
Source:���Queensland�Fire�and�Emergency�Services�(2015)�
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Glossary of Terms
In this document, the terms are limited to the meanings described below.

Building: !�BUILDING�IS�A�lXED�STRUCTURE�THAT�IS�WHOLLY�OR�PARTLY�ENCLOSED�BY�WALLS�OR�IS�ROOFED�

Structure: &OR�THIS�DOCUMENT�REFER�TO�DElNITION�OF�A�"UILDING��

Fire Appliance: !�VEHICLE�USED�TO�COMBAT�A�lRE��!�TYPICAL�lRE�APPLIANCE��A�PUMPER	�IS�APPROXIMATELY����M�WIDE�����M�

LONG�AND�IT�IS�TYPICALLY�USED�IN�URBAN�RESIDENTIAL�AREAS��&URTHER�SPECIlCATIONS�OF�lRE�APPLIANCES�AND�LARGER�

APPLIANCES�ARE�AVAILABLE�FROM�THE�1&%3�IF�DESIGN�SOLUTIONS�ARE�REQUIRED�FOR�SPECIlC�SITUATIONS�

Hydrant: An assembly installed on a branch from a water pipeline, which provides a valved outlet to permit a supply 

OF�WATER�TO�BE�TAKEN�FROM�THE�PIPELINE�FOR�lRE�lGHTING��4HESE�INCLUDE�ABOVE�AND�BELOW�GROUND�HYDRANTS�

QFES: Queensland Fire and Emergency Services.

Material Change 

of Use:

As per the Sustainable Planning Act 2009

2ECONlGURATION�

of a Lot:

As per the Sustainable Planning Act 2009

Reticulated 

Water Supply:

Is a permanent infrastructure provided to deliver treated water to lots from an Urban Utility Authority 

through a system of pipes, mains, control valves etc. for household or industrial use. It will supply 

UNINTERRUPTED�WATER�AT�A�POSITIVE�PRESSURE�FOR�lRE�lGHTING�PURPOSES�

Road or 

Carriageway:

#ONSTRUCTION�WHICH�IS�SPECIlCALLY�DESIGNED�FOR�ALL�VEHICLE�TRAVEL��MAY�OR�MAY�NOT�INCLUDE�A�SEALED�TOP�

surface layer).

A Constructed 

Road:

&OR�THE�PURPOSE�OF�DElNING�WIDTHS��INCLUDES�THE�PART�OF�THE�ROAD�RESERVE�SET�ASIDE�FOR�TRAFlC�AND�ALSO�

includes roll-over kerbs but does not include the remaining part of the road reserve.

4RAFlCABLE�

Width:

Refers to that width of the constructed road that is unimpeded by encroachments such as street furniture or 

LANDSCAPING��AND�IS�AVAILABLE�FOR�FREE�MOVEMENT�OF�lRE�APPLIANCES�
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1. Scope

&OR�APPLICATIONS�SEEKING�DEVELOPMENT�APPROVAL�FOR�MATERIAL�CHANGE�OF�USE�OR�RECONlGURING�A�LOT�FOR�
the purpose of building, where streets and common access ways are proposed regardless of building 
CLASSIlCATION��

Where reticulated hydrant systems and vehicle access are not currently required under the Sustainable 
Planning Act 2009 (SPA), the Building Act 1975 or Building Code of Australia (BCA) the measures in this 
document should be adopted.  

Australian Standard (AS) 2419.1 2005 Appendix B is a minimum standard of design and performance 
FOR�THE�3TATE�OF�1UEENSLAND��)N�A�,OCAL�'OVERNMENT�!UTHORITY�WHERE�A�LOCAL�7ATER�!UTHORITY�SPECIlES�A�
design and performance criteria above the requirements of AS 2419.1 2005 Appendix B, the Local Water 
Authority requirements will be adopted.

&OR�THE�INSTALLED�RETICULATED�HYDRANT�SYSTEMS�THE�MINIMUM�WATER�mOW�RATE�AND�PRESSURE�IS�TO�BE����
L/S @ 200 Kpa as per AS 2419.1 2005 Table 2.2.  In a Local Government Authority where a local Water 
!UTHORITY�SPECIlES�A�mOW�RATE�AND�PRESSURE�ABOVE�THE�REQUIREMENTS�OF�!3�������������4ABLE������THE�
Local Water Authority requirements will be adopted.

&OR�lRE�APPLIANCE�ACCESS��A�MINIMUM�WIDTH�AND�HEIGHT�CLEARANCE�FOR�ROADWAYS�IS�REQUIRED��#ONSTRUCTED�
roads must comply with Government legislation such as the “Road Planning and Design Manual”.

2. Introduction 

4HE�1UEENSLAND�&IRE�AND�%MERGENCY�3ERVICES��1&%3	�IS�THE�PRIMARY�PROVIDER�OF�lRE�AND�RESCUE�SERVICES�
throughout Queensland. The QFES is responsible for community safety, the protection of people, 
PROPERTY�AND�THE�ENVIRONMENT�FROM�lRE�AND�CHEMICAL�INCIDENTS�AND��IN�CONJUNCTION�WITH�OTHER�AGENCIES��
the rescue of people trapped in vehicles, buildings and other emergency situations.

4HE�LOSS�OF�LIFE�AND�PROPERTY�DAMAGE�BY�lRE�IN�RESIDENTIAL��COMMERCIAL�AND�INDUSTRIAL�PREMISES�IS�A�
MAJOR�CONCERN�TO�THE�1&%3��AND�FOR�THIS�REASON��THESE�LOT�RECONlGURATIONS�NEED�TO�BE�DESIGNED�TO�
PROVIDE�READY�ACCESS�FOR�lRE�APPLIANCES��WHILST�PROVIDING�A�lRE�lGHTING�WATER�SUPPLY�FROM�A�(YDRANT�
System.

7ATER�SUPPLY�AND�ACCESS�REQUIREMENTS�FOR�MATERIAL�CHANGE�OF�USE�OR�RECONlGURING�A�LOT�WITHIN�THIS�
document are a planning tool and advice for building and developer applicants, it is not the intent of 
THIS�DOCUMENT�FOR�LAND�DEVELOPMENT�APPLICATIONS�TO�BE�REFERRED�TO�THE�1&%3��4HEY�OUTLINE�lRE�SAFETY�
REQUIREMENTS�TO�ENABLE�THE�1&%3�TO�EFlCIENTLY�MANAGE�lRE�INCIDENTS��

4HIS�DOCUMENT�REmECTS�1UEENSLAND�'OVERNMENT�POLICY�OF�PROMOTING�SUSTAINABLE�DEVELOPMENT�THAT�
ACHIEVES�ECONOMIC��SOCIAL�AND�ENVIRONMENTAL�OBJECTIVES��INCLUDING�SAFETY��4HE�PROVISIONS�ARE�mEXIBLE�
ALLOWING�PLANNERS�AND�DESIGNERS�TO�ECONOMICALLY�ACHIEVE�SAFETY�OBJECTIVES�WITHOUT�COMPROMISING�
aesthetics or amenity. 

3. Where Do These Guidelines Apply? 

4HESE�GUIDELINES�APPLY�TO�ALL�MATERIAL�CHANGE�OF�USE�OR�RECONlGURATION�OF�A�LOT�THAT�WILL�INCLUDE�STREETS�
and common access ways within a common private title in areas serviced by reticulated water within 
Queensland, for residential buildings, both attached and detached commercial or industrial buildings 
that are not covered in other legislation or planning provisions. 

For�example,�THIS�WOULD�APPLY�TO�PLANNED�TOWNSHIPS�OR�RECONlGURATIONS�REGARDLESS�OF�CURRENT�lRE�SERVICE�
intervention.
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4. :DWHU�6XSSO\�6SHFLïFDWLRQ

Installed reticulated hydrant systems are to be located on roadways or access ways for all material 
CHANGE�OF�USE�AND��RECONlGURED�LOTS�FOR�lRE�lGHTING�PURPOSES�AS�PER�!3�������������!PPENDIX�"�THAT�
provides a minimum standard for hydrant intervals. In a Local Government Authority where a Local 
7ATER�!UTHORITY�SPECIlES�A�DESIGN�AND�PERFORMANCE�CRITERIA�ABOVE�THE�REQUIREMENTS�OF�!3�������������
Appendix B, the Local Water Authority requirements will be adopted.

&OR�THE�INSTALLED�RETICULATED�HYDRANT�SYSTEMS�THE�MINIMUM�WATER�mOW�RATE�AND�PRESSURE�IS�TO�BE����
L/S @ 200 Kpa as per AS 2419.1 2005 Table 2.2.  In a Local Government Authority where a local Water 
!UTHORITY�SPECIlES�A�mOW�RATE�AND�PRESSURE�ABOVE�THE�REQUIREMENTS�OF�!3�������������4ABLE������THE�
Local Water Authority requirements will be adopted.

4.1 Hydrant Provision: 

Hydrant Provision
Expectation Acceptable Outcomes

Where reticulated water is 
available, operable hydrants 
are to be provided.

Hydrants above or below ground should be provided and maintained to 
the minimum required performance standard as per AS 2419.1 2005.

Rationale: 

&IRElGHTERS�USE�WATER�AS�A�PRIME�EXTINGUISHING�MEDIUM�FOR�STRUCTURE�lRES��2ETICULATED�WATER�MAINS�HAVE�
HYDRANTS�PLACED�AT�REGULAR�INTERVALS�TO�ENABLE�lRElGHTERS�TO�CONNECT�INTO�THE�RETICULATED�SYSTEM��4HE�
WATER�IS�PRESSURISED�BY�PUMPS�IN�THE�lRE�APPLIANCE�AND�DELIVERED�VIA�HOSES�TO�THE�lRE�

Figure 1 illustrates hydrant locations on reticulated water mains.

Figure 1 – Reticulated Hydrant System Figure 2 – Use of Hydrant System

4.2 Hydrant Markers 

Hydrant Markers
Expectation Acceptable Outcomes

Hydrants are suitably 
IDENTIlED�SO�THAT�lRElGHTERS�
can locate them at all hours.

Blue cats eyes are preferred for sealed roads. Marker posts at the fence 
line should be used to identify hydrants where there is an unsealed 
road as road (HR) or path (HP) hydrants.  The Figures 3-6 are examples 
of marker locations.  
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Rationale:

&IRElGHTERS NEED TO QUICKLY LOCATE WATER SUPPLIES IN EMERGENCIES� (YDRANT INDICATORS NEED TO BE VISUALLY
IDENTIlABLE FROM BOTH DIRECTIONS BY THE APPROACHING lRE APPLIANCE CREWS AND MUST IDENTIFY THE LOCATION
of the hydrant.

Figure 3 – Hydrant Markers Figure 5 – Marker/directional arrow spacing detail

INDICATOR PLATES
s� 254 x 76 aluminium 

indicator plate.
s� Fix top and bottom with 

galvanised clouts.
s� HP indicates hydrant 

located in footpath.
s� HR indicate hyrdant 

located in road 
carriageway.

Figure 4 – Hydrant marker posts Figure 6 – Location of cats eyes on a sealed roadway

4.3 Hydrant Location 

Hydrant Location
Expectation Acceptable Outcomes

Hydrants are located in 
positions that will enable 
lRElGHTERS TO ACCESS WATER
safely, effectively and 
EFlCIENTLY�

Residential Streets and Accessways
!BOVE OR BELOW GROUND lRE HYDRANTS SHOULD BE PROVIDED AT NOT MORE
than 120m intervals along residential streets and at each street 
INTERSECTION���!BOVE GROUND lRE HYDRANTS MAY BE SINGLE OUTLET�

Commercial and Industrial Streets and Accessways
Within streets serving commercial properties such as factories, 
WAREHOUSES AND OFlCES� ABOVE OR BELOW GROUND lRE HYDRANTS SHOULD
be provided at not more than 90 m intervals and at each street 
INTERSECTION���!BOVE GROUND lRE HYDRANTS SHOULD HAVE DUAL VALVED
outlets.  

Rationale:

5PON ARRIVING AT A STRUCTURE lRE� lRElGHTERS SITE THE lRE APPLIANCE WITH CONSIDERATIONS TO SAFETY�
ACCESS TO THE lRE� OTHER RESPONDING APPLIANCES AND ACCESSIBLE WATER SUPPLY FOR lRE lGHTING PURPOSES�
&IRElGHTERS HAVE AN EXPECTATION THAT lRE HYDRANTS WILL BE LOCATED ON RETICULATED WATER SYSTEMS NO MORE
than 120 metres apart as per AS 2419.1 2005, Appendix B. QFES equipment, procedures and the training 
OF PERSONNEL IS BASED ON THIS PREFERRED STANDARD OF lRE HYDRANT PLACEMENT AND ASSOCIATED ACCESS
requirements.
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Note:  Hydrants should be located at each 

intersection. With this in mind hydrant 

interval distances should not exceed 120 

metres. 

Figure 6 – Hydrant System design to minimum standards

5. Vehicle Access Requirements

&IRE�SERVICE�VEHICULAR�ACCESS�IS�TO�ENABLE�THE�SERVICE�TO�INTERVENE�TO�lGHT�THE�lRE��ASSIST�WITH�EVACUATION�
AND�STOP�THE�SPREAD�OF�lRE�TO�ANOTHER�BUILDING��

!�MINIMUM�ROADWAY�CLEARANCE�OF����M�WIDE�BY����M�HIGH�IS�REQUIRED�FOR�A�lRE�APPLIANCE��#ONSTRUCTED�
roads must comply with Government legislation AS�SPECIlED�IN�THE “Road Planning and Design 
Manual”.

5.1 Road Width and Height 

Road Width and Height
Performance Outcomes QFES Acceptable Outcomes

Roads are wide enough 
FOR�lRE�APPLIANCES�TO�GAIN�
access to a safe working area 
close to dwellings and water 
supplies whether or not 
on-street parking spaces are 
occupied.

#ONSTRUCTED�ROADS�MUST�BE�AS�SPECIlED�IN�THE�h2OAD�0LANNING�AND�
Design Manual”.

Rationale: 

Fire appliances often used in residential areas are typically 2.5 m wide and 7.7m long. The road width 
MUST�ALLOW�ROOM�FOR�SAFE�PASSAGE�OF�A�lRE�APPLIANCE�WITH�ADDITIONAL�MARGINS�FOR�HUMAN�ERROR�AND�SAFE�
clearances. 

5.2 Road Construction

Road Construction
Performance Outcomes QFES Acceptable Outcomes

Roads must be constructed 
to facilitate the safe passage 
OF�A�LADEN�lRE�APPLIANCE�IN�
all weather conditions.

Roads must be constructed to a standard so that they are accessible in 
all weather conditions and capable of accommodating a vehicle of 15 
TONNES�FOR�THE�TRAFlCABLE�ROAD�WIDTH�AS�SPECIlED�IN�THE�h2OAD�0LANNING�
and Design Manual”.

Rationale: 

2OADS�MUST�BE�TRAFlCABLE�IN�ALL�WEATHER�CONDITIONS��-OST�APPLIANCES�IN�RESIDENTIAL�AREAS�CURRENT
less than 13 tonnes. 
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5.3 Road Grades

Road Grades
Performance Outcomes QFES Acceptable Outcomes

Grades of roads must 
facilitate the safe passage of 
lRE�APPLIANCES�

The average grades, dips, and exit angles must be addressed as 
SPECIlED�IN�THE�h2OAD�0LANNING�AND�$ESIGN�-ANUALv�

Rationale:

3TEEP�SLOPES�AFFECT�THE�FREE�MOVEMENT�OF�APPLIANCES�AND�HINDER�SAFE�lRE�lGHTING��3EVERE�SHORT�DIPS�
may limit access due to the overhang of the body from the wheels.

5.4 Turning Bays

Turning Bays
Performance Outcomes QFES Acceptable Outcomes

0ROVISION�IS�MADE�FOR�lRE�
appliances to turn at the end 
of dead end roads.

Constructed roads more than 60m in length from the nearest 
intersection must have a turning circle with a minimum radius of 8m 
(including roll-over kerbs if they are provided).  Other solutions using T 
OR�9�HEADS�OF�SPECIlED�DIMENSIONS�ARE�ALSO�APPROPRIATE��3EE�lGURE���IN�
the “Road Planning and Design Manual” .

Rationale:

It is dangerous for emergency vehicles to be required to reverse along roads for excessive distances 
in urban areas. Turning is normally carried out after the incident is under control when emergency 
movement is not required. Even then, large appliances reversing in residential areas create safety 
concerns. Fire appliances occasionally need to seek an alternative route necessitating a 180 degree turn 
IN�EMERGENCY�CONDITIONS��5SING�A�THREE�POINT�TURN��lRE�APPLIANCES�REQUIRE�A�TURNING�CIRCLE�RADIUS�OF��M�TO�
TURN�SAFELY��!LTERNATIVE�DESIGNS�USING�SPECIlED�4�OR�9�HEADS�ARE�ALSO�APPROPRIATE��4HIS�AREA�NEEDS�TO�BE�
clear of obstructions.

Turning Examples

 
Figure 7 – Vehicle Turning Provisions
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Disclaimer

Any representation, statement, opinion or advice expressed or implied in this publication is made in good faith but on the 
basis that the State of Queensland, its agents and employees are not liable (whether by reason of negligence, lack of care or 
otherwise) to any person for damage or loss whatsoever which has occurred or may occur in relation to that person taking or 
not taking (as the case may be) action in respect of any representation, statement, opinion or advice referred to above.
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Bushfire Survival Plan Guideline / Template 
 
 
Source:���Queensland�Fire�and�Emergency�Services��
 
 



Bushfire Survival Plan

Department of Community Safety

Tomorrow’s Queensland: strong, green, smart, healthy and fair

DeDepapartrtmementnt o of f CoCommmmununitity y SaSafefetyty

TomTomorrorrow’ow’s Qs Queeueenslnslandand: s: strotrong,ng, grgreeneen, s, smarmart, t, heahealthlthy ay and nd faifairrTomTomorrorrow’ow’s Qs Queeueenslnslandand sstrotrongng grgreeneen ssmarmartt heahealthlthy ay andnd faifairr



2 PREPARE �ACT �SURVIVE �

You must PREPARE�ACT�SURVIVE �

Your main priority is to ensure that you and your family 
AREÍSAFE�Í$URINGÍAÍBUSHjREÍYOUÍANDÍYOURÍFAMILY�SÍ
survival and safety depend on your preparations, and 
the decisions you make.   

The lives of you and your family are more important 
than any building. 

Whether your plan is to leave early or stay, you must 
prepare your home and property to increase their level 
of resilience and your chances of survival.  

Understand your risk
4HEÍjRSTÍSTEPÍINÍPLANNINGÍTOÍSURVIVEÍAÍBUSHjREÍISÍTOÍ
understand your own level of risk. By understanding 
your own level of risk you will be able to make informed 
decisions that are right for you and your family. 
)NCLUDEDÍWITHÍTHISÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍISÍAÍSELF

assessment tool that will enable you to assess the 
risk level associated with your property. If you are still 
unsure of your level of risk or require assistance contact 
YOURÍLOCALÍjREÍSTATIONÍFORÍMOREÍINFORMATION�Í4OÍBOOKÍAÍ
"USHjREÍ3AFETYÍPRESENTATIONÍCALLÍ����Í���Í����

Fire danger ratings 
4HEÍINCREASEDÍFREQUENCYÍOFÍEXTREMEÍBUSHjRESÍINÍ
!USTRALIAÍINÍTHEÍLASTÍ��ÍYEARSÍANDÍTHEÍRECENTÍEXPERIENCEÍ
OFÍTHEÍ"LACKÍ3ATURDAYÍjRESÍINÍ6ICTORIAÍHAVEÍENCOURAGEDÍ
jREÍSERVICESÍTHROUGHOUTÍ!USTRALIAÍTOÍINTRODUCEÍNEWÍ
LEVELSÍOFÍ&IREÍ$ANGERÍ2ATINGÍ�&$2	�Í!ÍLIFT
OUTÍCHARTÍOFÍTHEÍ
FDR system is contained within this document. Display 
it in a prominent place in your home or keep it with your 
"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

#VTIkSFT�JO�2VFFOTMBOE
4HEÍjREÍSEASONÍINÍ1UEENSLANDÍNORMALLYÍCOMMENCESÍINÍ
the far north of the state in July and progresses through 
TOÍSOUTHERNÍAREASÍASÍSPRINGÍAPPROACHES�Í4HEÍjREÍ
season can extend through to February in southern and 
FARÍSOUTH
WESTERNÍ1UEENSLAND�Í4HESEÍTIMEÍFRAMESÍCANÍ
VARYÍSIGNIjCANTLYÍFROMÍYEARÍTOÍYEAR�ÍDEPENDINGÍONÍTHEÍ
FUELÍLOADS�ÍLONG
TERMÍCLIMATEÍANDÍSHORT
TERMÍWEATHERÍ
conditions in each area.

There are four key considerations for dealing with 
BUSHjRE�Í

� The safety of you and your family. 

� The resilience of your property. 

� The protection of irreplaceable valuables 
and important documents.

� The maintenance of adequate levels 
of insurance.

This document will provide you with information about 
the things you need to consider to prepare yourself and 
YOURÍHOMEÍFORÍTHEÍBUSHjREÍSEASON�ÍANDÍHOWÍTOÍMAKEÍ
YOURÍOWNÍPERSONALÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

It is your responsibility
 to prepare yourself, your 

family and your 
home for the threat 

of bushfire.
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$BUBTUSPQIJD�kSF�EBOHFS�SBUJOH

The highest level is catastrophic. On a day of 
catastrophic FDR leaving early is the only option to 
ensure your survival. You must relocate early to a safer 
LOCATION�ÍHOURSÍORÍTHEÍDAYÍBEFOREÍAÍjREÍOCCURS�Í5NDERÍNOÍ
circumstances will it be safe to stay with your property. 

&YUSFNF�kSF�EBOHFS�SBUJOH

4HEÍSECONDÍHIGHESTÍLEVELÍISÍEXTREME�Í3HOULDÍAÍjREÍ
occur in your area on a day of extreme FDR leaving early 
WILLÍALWAYSÍBEÍTHEÍONLYÍOPTION�Í3TAYINGÍCANÍONLYÍBEÍ
considered for homes that: 

 � (AVEÍBEENÍDESIGNEDÍANDÍCONSTRUCTEDÍSPECIjCALLYÍ 
TOÍADDRESSÍTHEÍTHREATÍOFÍBUSHjRE�Í

 � Have been maintained to those levels and are 
currently well prepared.

 � Can be actively defended by people with the  
SKILLS�ÍKNOWLEDGEÍANDÍCONjDENCEÍTOÍIMPLEMENTÍ 
AÍWELL
REHEARSEDÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í

On days of catastrophic or extreme FDR:

 � Fires are likely to be uncontrollable, unpredictable 
ANDÍVERYÍFASTÍMOVINGÍWITHÍHIGHLYÍAGGRESSIVEÍkAMESÍ
extending high above tree tops and buildings. 

 � Thousands of embers may be violently blown into 
ANDÍAROUNDÍHOMESÍCAUSINGÍOTHERÍjRESÍTOÍSTARTÍ
RAPIDLYÍANDÍSPREADÍQUICKLYÍUPÍTOÍ��ÍKILOMETRESÍ
AHEADÍOFÍTHEÍMAINÍjRE�

 � Fire can threaten suddenly, without warning, and 
THEÍHEATÍANDÍWINDÍWILLÍMAKEÍITÍDIFjCULTÍTOÍSEE�ÍHEARÍ
ANDÍBREATHEÍASÍTHEÍjREÍAPPROACHES�

 � 0EOPLEÍINÍTHEÍPATHÍOFÍSUCHÍjRESÍWILLÍALMOSTÍCERTAINLYÍ
BEÍINJUREDÍORÍDIEÍANDÍAÍSIGNIjCANTÍNUMBERÍOFÍ
homes and businesses will be destroyed or 
damaged. 

 � %VENÍWELL
PREPAREDÍANDÍCONSTRUCTEDÍHOMESÍWILLÍ 
not be safe. 

 � Expect power, water and phone networks to fail as 
severe winds bring down trees, power lines and 
BLOWÍROOFSÍOFFÍBUILDINGSÍWELLÍAHEADÍOFÍTHEÍjRE�

It is vital that you understand on these days that your 
survival will depend solely on how well you have 
prepared and how decisively you act.  

Leaving late can be  
a deadly option.   

If you are in any doubt,  
make the decision to  

LEAVE EARLY.

8IBU�XJMM�ZPV�EP 
At all times you need to PREPARE � ACT � SURVIVE �

7HENÍTHEÍjREÍDANGERÍRATINGÍISÍ‘catastrophic’ leaving 
early is the safest option.

7HENÍTHEÍjREÍDANGERÍRATINGÍISÍLOWERÍTHANÍ‘catastrophic’, 
one of the most important decisions you need to 
make is whether you will leave early or stay with a well 
prepared property. This decision is the basis of your 
"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�ÍÍ

The following questions may help you make the right 
decision for whether you will leave early or stay:

 � Do you need to consider family members who are 
YOUNG�ÍELDERLYÍORÍINjRM�Í

 � Are you physically and emotionally prepared to stay 
WITHÍYOURÍPROPERTY�Í

 � $OÍYOUÍHAVEÍTHEÍKNOWLEDGE�ÍSKILLS�ÍANDÍCONjDENCEÍ
TOÍSTAYÍWITHÍYOURÍPROPERTY�Í

 � Is your home adequately constructed, maintained 
ANDÍPREPAREDÍTOÍWITHSTANDÍTHEÍIMPACTÍOFÍAÍjRE�Í 
In other words, is your home prepared to withstand 
THEÍIMPACTÍOFÍAÍBUSHjRE�Í

 � $OÍYOUÍHAVEÍWELL
MAINTAINEDÍRESOURCESÍANDÍ
EQUIPMENTÍTOÍjGHTÍjRE�ÍANDÍDOÍYOUÍKNOWÍHOWÍ 
TOÍUSEÍTHEM�

 � Do you have appropriate protective clothing to  
jGHTÍAÍjRE�

 � 7HATÍWILLÍYOUÍDOÍIFÍAÍRAPIDÍONSETÍjREÍLEAVESÍYOUÍ 
WITHÍNOÍTIMEÍTOÍLEAVE�Í7HEREÍWILLÍYOUÍSHELTER�Í
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-FBWF�FBSMZ
If you plan to leave early then you must leave your 
HOMEÍWELLÍBEFOREÍAÍBUSHjREÍTHREATENSÍANDÍTRAVELLINGÍBYÍ
road becomes hazardous. Your leave early preparations 
include:

Step 1: Preparation – your property should be well 
PREPAREDÍFORÍBUSHjREÍEVENÍIFÍYOUÍINTENDÍTOÍLEAVEÍEARLY�ÍÍ

Step 2: What you will doÍlÍMAKEÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LANÍINÍACCORDANCEÍWITHÍYOURÍDECISIONÍTOÍ 
leave early.

Step 3: Make a contingency plan – the FDR, the 
preparedness of your home, a change in household 
circumstances, a change in your physical preparedness 
or unexpected visitors are some things that may require 
YOUÍTOÍRECONSIDERÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

1MBOOJOH�UP�TUBZ�
0LANNINGÍISÍCRITICALÍTOÍSUCCESSFULLYÍSTAYINGÍWITHÍYOURÍ
home may involve the risk of psychological trauma, 
injury or death.  

Step 1: Preparation – your property must be able to 
WITHSTANDÍTHEÍIMPACTÍOFÍBUSHjREÍANDÍWELLÍPREPAREDÍTOÍ
shelter you and your family.

Step 2: What you will doÍlÍMAKEÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LANÍINÍACCORDANCEÍWITHÍYOURÍDECISIONÍTOÍ 
stay.

Step 3: Make a contingency plan – the FDR, the 
preparedness of your home, a change in household 
circumstances, a change in your physical preparedness 
or unexpected visitors are some things that may require 
YOUÍTOÍRECONSIDERÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

In making your decision to stay, here are a few things 
you need to consider.

 � Is your property able to withstand the impact of a 
BUSHjRE�Í

 � Are you physically and emotionally prepared to  
STAYÍWITHÍYOURÍPROPERTY�Í

 � $OÍYOUÍHAVEÍWELL
MAINTAINEDÍRESOURCESÍANDÍ
EQUIPMENTÍANDÍDOÍYOUÍKNOWÍHOWÍTOÍUSEÍTHEM�Í

 � $OÍYOUÍHAVEÍAPPROPRIATEÍPROTECTIVEÍCLOTHING�Í

 � 7ILLÍYOURÍBUSHjREÍSURVIVALÍPLANÍNEEDÍTOÍBEÍDIFFERENTÍ
for weekdays, weekends or if someone is sick at 
HOME�Í

 � $OÍYOUÍHAVEÍAÍCONTINGENCYÍPLAN�

1SFQBSJOH�ZPVS�#VTIkSF�
4VSWJWBM�1MBO��
0REPARATIONÍISÍTHEÍKEYÍTOÍSURVIVAL�Í"EINGÍINVOLVEDÍINÍAÍ
jREÍWILLÍBEÍONEÍOFÍTHEÍMOSTÍTRAUMATICÍEXPERIENCESÍOFÍ
your life. 

 � 0REPAREÍYOURSELFÍlÍYOUÍNEEDÍTOÍBEÍBOTHÍMENTALLYÍ
ANDÍPHYSICALLYÍPREPAREDÍTOÍCARRYÍOUTÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

 � 0REPAREÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

 � 0REPAREÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+IT�Í

 � 0REPAREÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ2ELOCATIONÍ+IT�

 � 0REPAREÍYOURÍPROPERTY�

When writing your plan you need to consider:

 � Have you made the right choice: to leave early  
ORÍSTAY�

 � Have you discussed your choice with your family, 
FRIENDSÍANDÍNEIGHBOURS�

 � Who will take charge and lead other family 
members by carefully communicating the various 
TASKSÍSETÍOUTÍINÍTHEÍPLAN�Í

 � If you have chosen to stay what will you do to 
PROTECTÍYOURÍPROPERTYÍWHENÍTHEÍjREÍARRIVES�

 � 7HATÍWILLÍYOUÍPUTÍINÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+ITÍANDÍ
WHEREÍWILLÍYOUÍSTOREÍIT�

 � Do your friends, family and neighbours know the 
DETAILSÍOFÍYOURÍPLAN�
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 � 7HATÍWILLÍYOUÍDOÍIFÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍFAILS�

 � Do you have an alternative option or contingency 
PLANÍIFÍYOURÍPLANÍFAILS�

 � $OÍYOUÍHAVEÍAÍ.EIGHBOURHOODÍ3AFERÍ0LACEÍ�.30	Í
YOUÍCANÍGOÍTOÍASÍAÍLASTÍRESORT�Í&ORÍMOREÍINFORMATIONÍ
ONÍ.30SÍSEEÍWWW�RURALjRE�QLD�GOV�AU�

 � )SÍITÍSAFEÍTOÍTRAVELÍTHERE�

If your decision is to leave early, you must include the 
FOLLOWINGÍINFORMATIONÍORÍACTIONÍITEMSÍINÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

 � -ONITORÍMEDIAÍOUTLETSÍlÍRADIO�Í46�ÍMOBILEÍPHONEÍ
ANDÍINTERNETÍFORÍBUSHjREÍALERTS�

 � 7HENÍWILLÍYOUÍLEAVE�

 � 7HATÍWILLÍBEÍYOURÍTRIGGERÍFORÍACTION�

 � Will your plan be different for weekdays, weekends, 
ORÍIFÍSOMEONEÍISÍATÍHOMEÍSICKÍORÍINJURED�

 � 7HATÍWILLÍYOUÍTAKEÍWITHÍYOUÍ�2ELOCATIONÍ+IT	�

 � Where will you and your family go when you  
LEAVEÍEARLY�

 � 7HATÍROUTEÍWILLÍYOUÍTAKEÍTOÍGETÍTHERE�

 � 7HATÍWILLÍYOUÍDOÍWITHÍYOURÍPETS�

 � What will you do if there are consecutive or multiple 
‘catastrophic’ or extreme jREÍDANGERÍDAYS�

 � Will you go into work on days when the FDR is in  
THEÍUPPERÍLEVELS�

 � Will you send your children to school when the  
&$2ÍISÍINÍTHEÍUPPERÍLEVELS�

 � 7ILLÍALLÍMEMBERSÍOFÍYOURÍHOUSEHOLDÍLEAVEÍEARLY�

 � 7HATÍWILLÍYOUÍDOÍTOÍPREPAREÍYOURÍPROPERTY�

 � What is your contingency plan in the event that  
ITÍISÍUNSAFEÍTOÍLEAVE�

If your decision is to stay you must include the  
following information or actions items in your  
"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

 � -ONITORÍMEDIAÍOUTLETSÍlÍ2ADIO�Í46�Í 
mobile phone and internet. 

 � ,OCATEÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+IT�

 � 0UTÍONÍPROTECTIVEÍCLOTHING�

 � Remain hydrated by drinking lots of water.

 � Move any stock to fully grazed paddocks.

 � Move cars to a safe location.

 � Remove garden furniture, doormats and other 
items.

 � Close windows and doors and shut blinds.

 � Take down curtains and move furniture away  
from windows.

 � 3EALÍGAPSÍUNDERÍDOORSÍANDÍWINDOWÍSCREENSÍWITHÍ 
wet towels.

 � 0LACEÍPETSÍINSIDE�ÍRESTRAINÍTHEM�ÍANDÍPROVIDEÍWATER�

 � "LOCKÍDOWNPIPESÍANDÍjLLÍGUTTERSÍWITHÍWATER�

 � Wet down the sides of buildings facing the         
APPROACHINGÍjREÍFRONT�

 � Wet down decks and verandas.

 � 7ETÍDOWNÍjNEÍFUELSÍCLOSEÍTOÍBUILDINGS�

 � 4URNÍONÍSPRINKLERSÍINÍGARDENÍBEFOREÍBUSHjREÍARRIVES�

 � Fill containers with water; bath, sinks, buckets, 
wheelie bins, etc.

 � Have ladders ready for roof space access (inside) 
and against roof (outside).

 � Have generator or petrol pump ready.

 � 3TARTÍCHECKINGÍANDÍPATROLLINGÍFORÍEMBERSÍOUTSIDE�

7HENÍTHEÍjREÍFRONTÍARRIVES�

 � 4AKEÍALLÍjREÍjGHTINGÍEQUIPMENTÍINSIDEÍSUCHÍASÍ
HOSESÍANDÍPUMPSÍASÍTHEYÍMAYÍMELTÍDURINGÍTHEÍjRE�

 � 'OÍINSIDEÍANDÍSHELTERÍAWAYÍFROMÍTHEÍjREÍFRONT�Í

 � 0ATROLÍTHEÍINSIDEÍOFÍYOURÍHOME�ÍINCLUDINGÍTHEÍCEILINGÍ
SPACE�ÍFORÍEMBERSÍORÍSMALLÍjRESÍTHATÍMAYÍSTART�

 � Drinks lots of water.

 � Check family and pets.

!FTERÍTHEÍjREÍFRONTÍHASÍPASSED�Í

 � Wear protective equipment.

 � Go outside once it is safe.

 � #HECKÍFORÍSMALLÍSPOTÍjRESÍANDÍBURNINGÍEMBERS�

 � inside roof space
 � UNDERÍkOORÍBOARDS
 � under house space
 � on veranda and decks
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 � on window ledges and door sills
 � in roof lines and gutters
 � garden beds and mulch
 � wood heaps
 � outdoor furniture
 � sheds and carports

 � Continue to drink lots of water. 

 � 3TAYÍATÍYOURÍPROPERTYÍUNTILÍTHEÍSURROUNDINGÍ 
AREAÍISÍCLEARÍOFÍjRE�

 � -ONITORÍMEDIAÍOUTLETSÍlÍRADIO�Í46�Í 
mobile phone and internet. 

You need to be both mentally  
and physically prepared  

to carry out your  
Bushfire Survival Plan

There may be other actions to include, depending on 
YOURÍINDIVIDUALÍPROPERTYÍANDÍTHEÍLEVELÍOFÍBUSHjREÍRISKÍ
you are exposed to.

)NCLUDEÍTHEÍWHOLEÍFAMILYÍINÍCREATINGÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í9OUÍANDÍYOURÍFAMILYÍSHOULDÍBEÍAWAREÍOFÍ
the actions you will take at the various FDR levels and 
it is important to ensure this is incorporated into your 
"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í4HEÍ&$2ÍFORÍYOURÍAREAÍCANÍBEÍ
FOUNDÍONÍROADSIDEÍSIGNSÍANDÍBYÍVISITINGÍWWW�RURALjRE�
qld.gov.au and following the FDR link.

)TÍISÍIMPORTANTÍTHATÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍDOESÍNOTÍ
rely solely on receiving an alert. 

/NCEÍYOUÍHAVEÍCOMPLETEDÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í
practise it regularly to ensure everyone involved knows 
EXACTLYÍWHATÍTOÍDOÍINÍTHEÍEVENTÍOFÍAÍjRE�Í

1SFQBSJOH�ZPVS�#VTIkSF�
4VSWJWBM�,JU
)TÍISÍESSENTIALÍTHATÍYOUÍHAVEÍAÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+ITÍ
if your choice is to stay with your property. This kit 
will ensure you and your family have the important 
equipment you need to stay. For a comprehensive list  
OFÍEQUIPMENTÍNEEDEDÍINÍAÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+ITÍSEEÍ
PAGEÍ���

1SFQBSJOH�ZPVS�#VTIkSF�
3FMPDBUJPO�,JU
It is equally important to have a relocation kit if your 
choice is to leave early. This kit will ensure you and your 
family have important items and equipment required 
to relocate for the time needed. For a comprehensive 
LISTÍOFÍITEMSÍANDÍEQUIPMENTÍNEEDEDÍINÍAÍ"USHjREÍ
2ELOCATIONÍ+ITÍSEEÍPAGEÍ���

.BLJOH�B�DPOUJOHFODZ�QMBO
No matter whether your decision is to leave early, 
WELLÍBEFOREÍAÍBUSHÍjREÍTHREATENSÍORÍTOÍSTAYÍYOUÍSHOULDÍ
STILLÍHAVEÍAÍCONTINGENCYÍPLANÍASÍPARTÍOFÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í4HEREÍAREÍMANYÍSCENARIOSÍTOÍCONSIDER�Í
SUCHÍASÍWHATÍYOUÍWILLÍDOÍIFÍAÍRAPIDÍONSETÍjREÍSTARTSÍ
in your local area making roads impassable or travel 
particularly dangerous. You should have other options 
if road travel is not safe. 

 � )SÍYOURÍHOUSEÍWELLÍPREPARED�Í

 � Can it provide you with protection from  
RADIANTÍHEAT�

 � (AVEÍYOUÍIDENTIjEDÍAÍSAFERÍLOCATIONÍSUCHÍ 
ASÍANÍ.30�Í

Sheltering in a well-prepared 
property is far safer than  
being out in the open or  

in a vehicle

Preparing your property 
An unprepared property is not only at risk itself, 
but may also present an increased danger for your 
neighbours and their homes.   

0LANNINGÍISÍABSOLUTELYÍCRITICALÍTOÍSAFELYÍSTAYINGÍWITHÍYOURÍ
HOME�Í3TAYINGÍHOMEÍINVOLVESÍTHEÍRISKÍOFÍPSYCHOLOGICALÍ
trauma, injury and death. 
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There are a number of measures you can take to 
PREPAREÍYOURÍHOMEÍANDÍPROPERTYÍFORÍBUSHjRE�Í4HESEÍ
include several preparations you must take annually 
PRIORÍTOÍTHEÍBUSHjREÍSEASON�Í

9OURÍPRE
SEASONÍPROPERTYÍPREPARATIONSÍSHOULDÍINCLUDE�Í

 � Displaying a prominent house number.

 � %NSURINGÍTHEREÍISÍADEQUATEÍACCESSÍFORÍjREÍTRUCKSÍ
TOÍYOURÍPROPERTYÍlÍ�ÍMETRESÍWIDEÍBYÍ�ÍMETRESÍHIGHÍ
WITHÍAÍTURN
AROUNDÍAREA�Í2EDUCEÍVEGETATIONÍLOADSÍ
along the access path.

 � Mowing your grass regularly. 

 � Removing excess ground fuels and combustible 
material (long dry grass, dead leaves and 
branches).

 � Clearing of leaves, twigs, bark and other debris  
from the roof and gutters.

 � 0URCHASINGÍANDÍTESTINGÍTHEÍEFFECTIVENESSÍOFÍGUTTE
plugs. 

 � 4RIMMINGÍLOW
LYINGÍBRANCHESÍ�ÍMETRESÍFROMÍTHEÍ
ground surrounding your home.

 � %NCLOSINGÍOPENÍAREASÍUNDERÍYOURÍDECKSÍANDÍkOORS�Í

 � )NSTALLINGÍjNEÍSTEELÍWIREÍMESHÍSCREENSÍONÍALLÍ
windows, doors, vents and weep holes.

 � 0OINTINGÍ,0'ÍCYLINDERÍRELIEFÍVALVESÍAWAYÍFROMÍTHEÍ
house.

 � Conducting maintenance checks on pumps, 
generators and water systems.

 � #HECKINGÍTHATÍYOUÍHAVEÍSUFjCIENTÍPERSONALÍ
protective clothing and equipment.

 � 2ELOCATINGÍkAMMABLEÍITEMSÍAWAYÍFROMÍYOURÍHOMEÍ
including woodpiles, paper, boxes, crates, hanging 
baskets and garden furniture.

 � 3EALINGÍALLÍGAPSÍINÍEXTERNALÍROOFÍANDÍWALLÍCLADDING�

 � #HECKINGÍTHATÍTHEÍjRSTÍAIDÍKITÍISÍFULLYÍSTOCKED�

#VTIkSF�"MFSUT�
)FÍYOUÍRECEIVEÍANÍEMERGENCYÍWARNINGÍABOUTÍAÍBUSHjREÍORÍ
other emergency, take notice as it could save your life. 

There are three types of alert messages to help you 
make the right safety choices: 

#VTIkSF�"EWJDF�.FTTBHFÍlÍAÍjREÍHASÍSTARTEDÍlÍGENERALÍ
information to keep you up to date. 

#VTIkSF�8BUDI�BOE�"DU�.FTTBHF – represents a 
heightened level of threat. Conditions are changing, a 
jREÍISÍAPPROACHING�ÍLIVESÍMAYÍCOMEÍUNDERÍTHREAT�Í4AKEÍ
appropriate action. 

#VTIkSF�&NFSHFODZ�8BSOJOH – is the highest level 
message advising of impending danger. It may be 
PRECEDEDÍWITHÍTHEÍ3TANDARDÍ%MERGENCYÍ7ARNINGÍ 
3IGNALÍ�3%73	�Í

An Emergency Warning  
means there is a threat  
to lives and protective  

action is required  
immediately.

8IFO�B�CVTIkSF�TUSJLFT
You have made your decision to PREPARE � ACT � SURVIVE �  
9OUÍHAVEÍPREPAREDÍYOURÍPROPERTYÍBEFOREÍTHEÍjREÍSEASON�Í
9OUÍHAVEÍMADEÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í9OUÍHAVEÍ
PRACTISEDÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�ÍÍÍÍ

!ÍBUSHjREÍISÍTHREATENING�ÍÍ7HATÍDOÍYOUÍDO�

 � +NOWÍTHEÍ&$2ÍFORÍANYÍGIVENÍDAY�Í

 � 2EGULARLYÍCHECKÍTHEÍ&$2ÍONÍTHEÍ2URALÍ&IREÍ3ERVICESÍ
WEBSITEÍATÍWWW�RURALjRE�QLD�GOV�AU�

 � Monitor your media outlets for warnings on 
BUSHjREÍACTIVITY�

 � 3EEKÍOUTÍINFORMATIONÍIFÍYOUÍHAVEÍTO�ÍANDÍDOÍNOTÍ
assume that you will receive a warning. 

 � ,EAVEÍEARLYÍORÍSTAYÍACCORDINGÍTOÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

 � !CTÍDECISIVELYÍINÍACCORDANCEÍWITHÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ
3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í

 � Do not adopt the ‘wait and see’ option. 
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5SBWFMMJOH�JO�ZPVS�WFIJDMF�OFBS�
B�CVTIkSF�
3HELTERINGÍINSIDEÍAÍVEHICLEÍISÍAÍHIGH
RISKÍSTRATEGYÍTHATÍ
can result in death. Whilst sheltering inside a vehicle 
offers you a slightly higher chance of survival than 
being caught in the open, having a leave early or stay 
strategy is a much safer option. 

You should never take a journey into areas where the 
jREÍDANGERÍISÍCATASTROPHICÍORÍEXTREME�Í9OUÍSHOULDÍ
CONSIDERÍPOSTPONINGÍORÍjNDINGÍALTERNATIVEÍROUTESÍ
if necessary. If you can smell or see smoke in the 
DISTANCEÍITÍISÍBESTÍTOÍU
TURNÍANDÍDRIVEÍAWAYÍFROMÍTHEÍ
danger. 

)FÍYOUÍAREÍCAUGHTÍINÍSMOKEÍORÍkAMESÍWHILEÍONÍTHEÍROAD�

 � Turn on the vehicle’s headlights and hazard 
warning lights. 

 � If you need to shelter in your vehicle drive your car 
into a bare, clear area well away from surrounding 
TREES�ÍLEAVINGÍLIGHTSÍON�Í0OSITIONÍVEHICLEÍTOÍPREVENTÍ
SIDEÍIMPACTÍFROMÍADVANCINGÍjREÍFRONT�

 � Close all windows and vents. 

 � Leave the engine running and turn off the air 
conditioning system.

 � Cover your entire body with woollen or cotton 
blankets to protect from radiant heat.

 � Take shelter below the window level.

 � Drink water frequently and stay in the vehicle until 
THEÍjREÍFRONTÍHASÍPASSED�

 � /NCEÍTHEÍjREÍFRONTÍHASÍPASSEDÍEXITÍTHEÍVEHICLEÍTOÍ
inspect the damage and ensure other passengers 
are safe. 

/FJHICPVSIPPE�4BGFS�1MBDFT�
!Í.EIGHBOURHOODÍ3AFERÍ0LACEÍ�.30	ÍISÍAÍPLACEÍOFÍLASTÍ
RESORTÍFORÍPEOPLEÍDURINGÍAÍBUSHjRE�Í!NÍ.30ÍMAYÍFORMÍ
PARTÍOFÍAÍBACK
UPÍPLANÍWHEN�

 � 9OURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍHASÍFAILED�

 � 9OURÍPLANÍWASÍTOÍSTAYÍBUTÍTHEÍEXTENTÍOFÍTHEÍjREÍ
means that your home cannot withstand the  
IMPACTÍOFÍTHEÍjREÍANDÍTHEREFOREÍYOURÍHOMEÍISÍNOTÍ 
a safe place to shelter. 

 � 4HEÍjREÍHASÍESCALATEDÍTOÍANÍEXTREME or catastrophic 
level and relocation is the safest option. 

!NÍ.30ÍISÍANÍIDENTIjEDÍBUILDINGÍORÍOPENÍSPACEÍWITHINÍ
the community that can provide a level of protection 
FROMÍTHEÍIMMEDIATEÍLIFE
THREATENINGÍEFFECTSÍOFÍAÍ
BUSHjRE�Í.30SÍSTILLÍENTAILÍSOMEÍRISK�ÍBOTHÍINÍMOVINGÍ
to them and while sheltering in them and cannot be 
considered completely safe.

They are a place of ÍINÍBUSHjREÍEMERGENCIESÍ
ONLY�Í4HEÍFOLLOWINGÍLIMITATIONSÍOFÍ.30SÍNEEDÍTOÍBEÍ
CONSIDEREDÍWITHINÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í

 � .30SÍDOÍNOTÍCATERÍFORÍPETS�Í

 � &IREjGHTERSÍMAYÍNOTÍBEÍPRESENTÍASÍTHEYÍWILLÍBEÍ
jGHTINGÍTHEÍMAINÍjREÍFRONTÍELSEWHERE�

 � .30SÍDOÍNOTÍPROVIDEÍMEALSÍORÍAMENITIES�

 � They may not provide shelter from the elements, 
PARTICULARLYÍkYINGÍEMBERS�Í

If you are a person with special needs you should give 
consideration to what assistance you may require at  
ANÍ.30�

!LTHOUGHÍ1&23ÍCANNOTÍGUARANTEEÍANÍIMMEDIATEÍ
PRESENCEÍDURINGÍAÍBUSHjRE�ÍEVERYÍEFFORTÍWILLÍBEÍMADEÍ 
to provide support as soon as resources are available.

)FÍANÍ.30ÍISÍPARTÍOFÍYOURÍCONTINGENCYÍPLANÍITÍSHOULDÍNOTÍ
REQUIREÍEXTENDEDÍTRAVELÍTHROUGHÍjRE
AFFECTEDÍAREASÍTOÍ
get there.   
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The Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is an early indicator 
of potential danger and should act as your 

jRSTÍTRIGGERÍFORÍACTION�Í4HEÍHIGHERÍTHEÍRATINGÍTHEÍ

greater the need for you to act. 

4HEÍ&$2ÍISÍANÍASSESSMENTÍOFÍTHEÍPOTENTIALÍjREÍ
BEHAVIOUR�ÍTHEÍDIFjCULTYÍOFÍSUPPRESSINGÍAÍjRE�Í

and the potential impact on the community 
SHOULDÍAÍBUSHjREÍOCCURÍONÍAÍGIVENÍDAY�Í

A Fire Danger Index (FDI) of ‘low–moderate’ 
MEANSÍTHATÍjREÍWILLÍBURNÍSLOWLYÍANDÍTHATÍITÍWILLÍ

be easily controlled, whereas a FDI in excess of 

@CATASTROPHICÍ�����ÍMEANSÍTHATÍjREÍWILLÍBURNÍSOÍ

fast and so hot that it will be uncontrollable. 

FIRE DANGER RATING CATASTROPHIC 100+
!ÍjREÍWITHÍAÍRATINGÍOFÍ‘catastrophic’ may be 
uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving. The 
kAMESÍWILLÍBEÍHIGHERÍTHANÍROOFÍTOPS�Í-ANYÍPEOPLEÍWILLÍ
be injured and many homes and businesses will be 
destroyed. 

During a ‘catastrophic’ÍjRE�ÍWELL
PREPAREDÍANDÍ
constructed homes will not be safe. Leaving is the only 
option for your survival.

EXTREME 75–99
!ÍjREÍWITHÍANÍAFYUSFNF� rating may be uncontrollable, 
UNPREDICTABLEÍANDÍFASTÍMOVING�Í4HEÍkAMESÍWILLÍBEÍ
higher than roof tops. During an ‘extreme’ jRE�ÍPEOPLEÍ
will be injured and homes and businesses will be 
destroyed.

During an AFYUSFNF��jRE�ÍWELL
PREPAREDÍANDÍWELL

constructed homes may not be safe. Leaving is the 
only option for your survival.

SEVERE 50–74
!ÍjREÍWITHÍAÍATFWFSF� rating may be uncontrollable and 
MOVEÍQUICKLY�ÍWITHÍkAMESÍTHATÍMAYÍBEÍHIGHERÍTHANÍ
roof tops. A ATFWFSF�ÍjREÍMAYÍCAUSEÍINJURIESÍANDÍSOMEÍ
homes or businesses will be destroyed.

$URINGÍAÍjREÍWITHÍAÍATFWFSF� rating, leaving is the safest 
OPTIONÍFORÍYOURÍSURVIVAL�Í5SEÍYOURÍHOMEÍASÍAÍPLACEÍOFÍ
SAFETYÍONLYÍIFÍITÍISÍWELL
PREPAREDÍANDÍWELL
CONSTRUCTED�

VERY HIGH 25–49
!ÍjREÍWITHÍA�AWFSZ�IJHI�ÍDANGERÍRATINGÍISÍAÍjREÍTHATÍCANÍ
BEÍDIFjCULTÍTOÍCONTROLÍWITHÍkAMESÍTHATÍMAYÍBURNÍINTOÍ
THEÍTREEÍTOPS�Í$URINGÍAÍjREÍOFÍTHISÍTYPEÍSOMEÍHOMESÍ
and businesses may be damaged or destroyed.

$URINGÍAÍjREÍWITHÍAÍAWFSZ�IJHI� danger rating, you 
should use your home as a place of safety only if it is 
WELLÍPREPAREDÍANDÍWELL
CONSTRUCTED�

HIGH 12–24
!ÍjREÍWITHÍA ‘high’ÍDANGERÍRATINGÍISÍAÍjREÍTHATÍCANÍBEÍ
controlled where loss of life is unlikely and damage to 
property will be limited. 

$URINGÍAÍjREÍWITHÍAÍ‘high’ danger rating, you should 
know where to get more information and monitor the 
situation for any changes.

LOW–MODERATE 0–11
!ÍjREÍWITHÍA�AMPX�UP�NPEFSBUF� rating can be easily 
controlled and pose little/or no risk to life or property. 

$URINGÍAÍjREÍWITHÍAÍAMPX�UP�NPEFSBUF� rating, you should 
know where to get more information and monitor the 
situation for any changes.
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#OMPLETEÍYOURÍPERSONALISEDÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍLIFT
OUT�Í

1FSTPOBM�EFUBJMT��
Important phone numbers: 000 �&IRE�Í0OLICEÍANDÍ!MBULANCE	Í

Family: Family: Family: 

Work:  Friends: Friends: 

3CHOOL�Í

*NQPSUBOU�DPOUBDU�EFUBJMT�m�OBNF�BOE�QIPOF�OVNCFS��
)NSURER�ÍÍ 0OLICYÍ.UMBER�ÍÍ 0HONE�Í

%LECTRICITY�ÍÍ Í 0HONE�Í

7ATER�ÍÍ Í 0HONE�Í

'AS�ÍÍ Í 0HONE�Í

0HONEÍ#OMPANY�ÍÍ Í 0HONE�Í

#OUNCIL�ÍÍ 0HONE�Í

-FBWF�FBSMZ��
List all names and contact phone numbers of household members who have decided to leave early then complete 
3ECTIONÍ��Í

Names: 

0HONE�Í

Stay: 
,ISTÍALLÍNAMESÍANDÍCONTACTÍPHONEÍNUMBERSÍOFÍHOUSEHOLDÍMEMBERSÍWHOÍHAVEÍDECIDEDÍTOÍSTAY�ÍTHENÍCOMPLETEÍ3ECTIONÍ��Í

Names: 

0HONE�Í

BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLAN   



11
�PREPARE���ACT���SURVIVE��

-FBWF�FBSMZ�m�4FDUJPO��

0ULLÍTHISÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍLIFT
OUTÍFROMÍTHISÍDOCUMENTÍANDÍKEEPÍINÍAÍSAFEÍPLACE�

Leaving early will always be the safest option for you and your family. It is extremely important for you to prepare  
AÍDETAILEDÍLEAVEÍEARLYÍPLANÍTOÍENSUREÍEVERYONEÍUNDERSTANDSÍWHATÍTOÍDOÍANDÍWHEN�Í5SEÍTHEÍBOXESÍBELOWÍTOÍLISTÍ 
tasks to do. 

When to go – Think of different triggers that will cause you and your family to leave early.  
Think about what you will do if you have sent the children to school that day. Think about  
WHETHERÍORÍNOTÍYOUÍWILLÍHAVEÍTOÍTRAVELÍFROMÍWORKÍINTOÍTHEÍjREÍZONE�

Where to go – Identify one or more safer locations.  
Consider putting on personal protective clothing before you leave home. 

How to get there lÍ7HATÍROADSÍWILLÍYOUÍTAKEÍTOÍYOURÍDESTINATION�Í 
(AVEÍANÍALTERNATIVEÍROUTEÍIFÍYOURÍjRSTÍCHOICEÍISÍIMPASSABLE�Í

What to take – Make a list of your most valuable items (e.g. insurance papers, electronic  
RECORDS�ÍPHOTOÍALBUMS�ÍPASSPORTS�ÍBIRTHÍCERTIjCATESÍANDÍOTHERÍIMPORTANTÍDOCUMENTS	�
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Stay – Section 2 
Anyone who is not going to leave early must be involved in completing this stay and defend plan to ensure they  
KNOWÍWHATÍTOÍDO�Í%VERYÍSTAYÍPLANÍWILLÍBEÍDIFFERENTÍDEPENDINGÍONÍYOURÍCIRCUMSTANCES�Í5SEÍTHEÍBOXESÍBELOWÍTOÍLISTÍ
tasks to do. 

#FGPSF�UIF�kSF�BQQSPBDIFTÍlÍ3TARTÍGETTINGÍYOURSELFÍANDÍYOURÍPROPERTYÍREADYÍFORÍAÍBUSHjRE�Í

"T�UIF�kSF�BQQSPBDIFTÍlÍ0REPAREÍFORÍEMBERÍATTACKÍONÍORÍNEARÍYOURÍHOME� 
Remember to put on personal protective clothing. 

"T�UIF�kSF�GSPOU�BSSJWFT�lÍ3TAYÍSAFEÍBYÍMONITORINGÍTHEÍjREÍFROMÍINSIDEÍYOURÍHOME�

 

"GUFS�UIF�kSF�IBT�QBTTFE�lÍ0ATROLÍYOURÍPROPERTYÍANDÍEXTINGUISHÍANYÍSPOTÍjRESÍORÍBURNINGÍEMBERS� 
You may need to keep this up for several hours. 

&WFSZPOF�NVTU�IBWF�B�DPOUJOHFODZ�QMBO�
)BWF�B�DPOUJOHFODZ�QMBOÍlÍWHATÍWILLÍYOUÍDOÍIFÍYOUÍCAN�TÍACTIVATEÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�Í2EMEMBERÍTHATÍLEAVINGÍ
late can lead to loss of lives. 

,OPX�XIFSF�ZPVS�OFBSFTU�/41�JT�BOE�IPX�UP�HFU�UIFSF�
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ACTIVATING YOUR BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLAN
/NCEÍYOUÍHAVEÍPREPAREDÍYOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LANÍANDÍCOMPLETEDÍYOURÍPREPARATIONS�ÍITÍISÍABSOLUTELYÍESSENTIALÍTHATÍ
you regularly practise and review your plan. This will make sure you and your family are well organised in the event 
OFÍAÍBUSHjRE�Í)FÍAÍBUSHjREÍTHREATENSÍTHEÍHEALTHÍANDÍSAFETYÍOFÍYOU�ÍYOURÍFAMILY�ÍHOMEÍORÍPROPERTY�ÍYOUÍSHOULDÍFOLLOWÍ
these steps: 

4UFQ���m�"DUJWBUF�ZPVS�#VTIkSF�4VSWJWBM�1MBO

3OMEONEÍMUSTÍTAKEÍCHARGEÍANDÍLEADÍOTHERÍFAMILYÍMEMBERSÍ
through this emotional experience by carefully communicating the 
VARIOUSÍTASKSÍSETÍOUTÍINÍTHEÍPLAN�Í+NOWÍWHOÍISÍGOINGÍTOÍLEAVEÍEARLYÍ
and who is going to stay. 

4UFQ���m�1VU�PO�ZPVS�QFSTPOBM�QSPUFDUJWF�DMPUIJOH

Every member of the family must change into their personal 
PROTECTIVEÍCLOTHING�ÍINCLUDINGÍLONGÍPANTS�ÍLONG
SLEEVE
SHIRTÍ
ANDÍCLOSED
INÍSHOES�

4UFQ���m�,FFQ�JOGPSNFE�PG�CVTIkSF�BDUJWJUZ�

,ISTENÍTOÍTHEÍRADIO�ÍTELEVISION�ÍINTERNET�ÍjREjGHTERSÍAND�ORÍPOLICEÍ
FORÍINFORMATIONÍONÍTHEÍjREÍINÍYOURÍLOCALÍAREA�Í"USHjREÍISÍDYNAMICÍ
and unpredictable so you need to be prepared for the unexpected. 
Warnings are not guaranteed so do whatever is necessary to ensure 
you remain safe. 

4UFQ��"�m�1BDL�ZPVS�WFIJDMF�BOE�MFBWF�FBSMZ�

If your plan is to leave early, pack all valuables 
INÍYOURÍVEHICLEÍ�SEEÍ2ELOCATIONÍ+IT	ÍANDÍRELOCATEÍ
to your designated safer location. Give yourself 
enough time to get you and your family to safety. 
Don’t return home until it is safe to do so. 

4UFQ�#�m�*NQMFNFOU�ZPVS�TUSBUFHZ�UP�TUBZ�BOE�EFGFOE

If your plan is to stay ensure you have all the items 
INÍTHEÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+ITÍREADYÍTOÍGO�Í4HISÍCANÍBEÍ
a dangerous option and you should be physically 
and mentally prepared. 

OR
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#64)'*3&�4637*7"-�,*5
9OUÍNEEDÍTOÍHAVEÍAÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ+ITÍSTOREDÍINÍANÍAREAÍOFÍTHEÍHOUSEÍTHATÍISÍ

safe and easy to access. It should contain: 

� protective clothing

� mop

� gloves

� torch

� hoses

� shovel

� towels

� buckets

� safety goggles

� ladder

� medications

� bottled drinking water

� jREÍEXTINGUISHERS

� battery operated radio

� spare batteries

� smoke mask

� woollen blankets

� jRSTÍAIDÍKIT

� knapsack sprayer

� protective clothing 

for the whole family.
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3&-0$"5*0/�,*5
Write a list of all items your family will need before, during and after your relocation. 

The list below shows items that you might like to put in your relocation kit.

� protective clothing for the 
whole family

� battery operated radio and 
spare batteries

� safety goggles

� mobile phone and battery 
charger

� medications

� wallet or purse and money

� clothing (two sets of clothes 
for each family member)

� identity information 
�PASSPORTS�ÍBIRTHÍCERTIjCATES	

� bottled water (enough 
for each relocated family 
member)

� family and friends’ phone 
numbers

� items of high importance 
(e.g. family photos, 
valuables, important 
documents)

� BLANKETSÍ�NATURALÍjBRES	

� children’s toys



4HISÍBASICÍSELF
ASSESSMENTÍCHECKLISTÍISÍDESIGNEDÍTOÍGIVEÍYOUÍAÍGREATERÍUNDERSTANDINGÍOFÍTHEÍBUSHjREÍRISKÍ
level relevant to your property. Information provided in this assessment will assist you when completing 
YOURÍ"USHjREÍ3URVIVALÍ0LAN�

#64)'*3&�3*4,�4&-'�"44&44.&/5�$)&$,-*45

Address: 

Í Í Í Í Í Í Í ÍÍÍÍÍÍ0OSTCODE�

0ROPERTYÍ/WNER�0ROPERTYÍ.AME�Í

ACCESS/EGRESS 2OAD�3TREET�$RIVEWAYÍ 0,%!3%Í�Í!002/02)!4%Í"/8

Clear of overhanging vegetation   Yes No

5NRESTRICTEDÍGATEÍACCESSÍ 9ESÍÍ .O

Clear of overhead power lines   Yes  No

Able to reverse in Yes No

Turning/passing areas Yes No

Heavy vehicle access on cattle grid/bridge Yes No

Alternative way out Yes No

Two wheel drive access Yes No

STRUCTURE/S

%XTERIORÍWALLSÍlÍNON
COMBUSTIBLEÍ 9ES .O

Roof ridge capping sealed Yes No

Eaves enclosed Yes No

2OOjNGÍGUTTERSÍANDÍVALLEYSÍCLEARÍOFÍLEAFÍLITTERÍANDÍjNEÍFUELSÍ 9ES .O

5NDERkOORÍENCLOSED 9ES .O

6ENTSÍSCREENEDÍ 9ES .O

7INDOWSÍlÍNON
COMBUSTIBLEÍjNISHINGÍ 9ES .O

$ECK�VERANDAÍNON
COMBUSTIBLEÍ 9ES .O

WATER SUPPLY

Reticulated water supply Yes No

4ANKÍSUPPLYÍWITHÍ1&23ÍACCESSÍlÍ��MMÍMALEÍCAMLOCKÍjTTING Yes No
SOÍjREÍjGTHERSÍCANÍUSEÍWATERÍIFÍNEEDED

1&23ÍACCESSIBLEÍEXTERNALÍOPENÍWATERÍSUPPLYÍ�DAM�POOL	ÍÍ Í 9ES .O

&IREjGHTINGÍPUMPÍANDÍHOSEÍCONNECTEDÍTOÍWATERÍSUPPLYÍÍ Í 9ES .O
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